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"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick, and you looked after me."  Matthew 25:35
            “Whatever you do unto the least of these, you do unto me”
                                                    Matthew 25:40
So many passages in the Bible ask us to reach out to other living beings and respond to their needs by following  Jesus’ example of serving.


The mission of St. Mary’s Outreach is to ‘Seek and serve Christ in all people through our time, talent and resources’ using these attributes to contribute to the alleviation of suffering by assisting  children and adults, locally and overseas, who are homeless,  hungry, sick, poor or unemployed. We also support organizations dedicated to the welfare of animals.


The Outreach Committee is open to anyone who would like to participate and meets once a month, usually after the 10 o’clock service. Currently actively serving on the committee are: Sue Heywood (Chair), Gillian Ballard, Nan Bewlay, Jane Garofano, Joe Hlavka, Andy Jackson (Treasurer), Betty McWhorter, Lili Neuhauser, Dana Roccasecca, Georgine Sargent, Chris Sonne, Muff Thayer, George and Prudence Thurston.
Funding for St. Mary’s response to need comes from:

1) Outreach Endowment Fund provides $7900 


2) Offering from Outreach Sunday provides funds as well as individual offerings throughout the year. 

3) Fund raising events and collections in kind which target particular charities or address specific needs. In 2008 the Sunday School held the Mardi Gras Breakfast for their responsibility to funding food and clothing for one of the child-headed households being supported by CARRYOU in South Africa. St. Mary’s families also organized a garden party and concert by young artists in the community and local area for the general work of CARRYOU with AIDS patients, orphans and children living in poverty. 


One very special event took place last fall when long-time Chair of Outreach, Joe Hlavka, decided to step down from this responsibility. On Sunday morning, the Vestry designated a special offering in thanksgiving for Joe’s ministry as Chair of Outreach to be taken and given to the Outreach Endowment Fund. Over $1300 was raised in gratitude for Joe’s faithful ministry.   

Parishioners contribute collections of clothing and toiletries for Helping Hands to deliver to homeless men and women living on the streets in Rockland County; food to stock Sloatsburg Food Pantry; bedding and food for Warwick Animal Shelter. 

At Easter, chocolate Easter eggs were purchased and delivered to children of incarcerated parents. At Thanksgiving hampers of food were delivered to local families in need, and at Christmas, food and gifts, grocery and clothing certificates were provided to local families and Orange County residents living further afield. Two parishioners volunteer with Literacy Volunteers of America, teaching English as a Second Language.

Pastoral Care is an important component of outreach. The purpose is to serve those at St. Mary’s and in the community in time of need, offering meals, transportation or a visit of comfort and conversation. Bible Study and Holy Eucharist are offered once a month at ELANT in Tuxedo, an assisted living home for senior citizens. Holy Eucharist is also offered by St. Mary’s at the Valley View Residence (Orange County Facility) about three times a quarter. Hospital visits and communion house calls provide the sick and homebound with a connection with the church and feeling of belonging. Contact Jane Garofano   351-3343 to request assistance.                                 

 
From the Outreach funds our donations have assisted the work of: Rural and Migrant Ministries, Sloatsburg Food Pantry, EpiscoBuild, Helping Hands, Tuxedo Fire and Ambulance Services. We have also contributed as a parish to Episcopal Relief and Development, The Bishop’s Discretionary Fund, The Episcopal Charities’ Food Ministry and our Good Friday offering goes to the Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East along with churches throughout the Episcopal Church. 

Reports from organizations with which we have the largest commitment:
LOCAL FOOD PANTRY:
St. Mary's supports the Sloatsburg United Methodist Food Pantry, which serves the Ramapo Central and Tuxedo School districts. The food pantry underwent a re-organization in 2008 and now has a governing board with representatives from four area churches: St. Elizabeth’s, St. Joan of Arc, St. Mary’s, and Sloatsburg United Methodist. The food pantry currently serves approximately 20 families each month. One of the goals for 2009 is to identify and reach out to more individuals in the community that are in need of food assistance. The food pantry is open every Tuesday from 3:00 - 6:00 PM, and St. Mary’s has committed to staffing the pantry the first Tuesday of each month. Food items may be brought to St. Mary’s or dropped off at the food pantry (please check expiration dates before donating). If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Dana Roccasecca at 845-753-5214 or danaroccasecca@gmail.com.

EPISCOBUILD: In the area of housing for needy families during 2008, St Mary’s Outreach, has helped raise thousands of dollars to aid EpiscoBuild, the Episcopal branch of Habitat for Humanity of Newburgh. During 2008, the focus of home building and renovation was on 60 Clark Street in Newburgh, the second of two EpiscoBuild homes have been completed in the past 2 years. We also conceived and initiated the first annual Twelfth Night concert given by local Episcopal choirs, including our own, at St. Mary’s on January 6, 2008 to raise money for EpiscoBuild. Approximately 150 people attended the event.  Rev. Betty McWhorter and the many other Orange County rectors who attended to support this community-building event participated in the “We Three Kings” finale. This event made a net profit of over $9000 for the EpiscoBuild projects. Included in this total was a much-appreciated anonymous contribution by one St. Mary’s parishioner of $5000. A few weeks ago, we recently help coordinate the Second Annual Twelfth Night EpiscoBuild fundraiser held at St. James’ in Goshen, with St. Mary’s choir participation and our parish’s financial support.  $500 was contributed to the event by the Outreach Committee, and, again, an anonymous St. Mary’s parishioner contributed a sum of $5,500 towards the total of $9,200 raised at the Second Annual Twelfth Night Concert for the Habitat for Humanity EpiscoBuild program.

In addition to financial assistance to the EpiscoBuild project, Rector Betty McWhorter and a group of St. Mary’s parishioners contributed time and labor as workers during a trip organized by George Thurston to the 60 Clark Street site on Saturday morning, March 29th, when we helped put the final touches on the yards surrounding the nearly completed home.  The trip also gave Betty a chance to visit Newburgh for the first time, and to view the locale of the next EpiscoBuild home that we will begin in 2009, on East Parmenter Street, just steps away from George Washington's Revolutionary War Headquarters. 

 
Prudence and George Thurston also had the pleasure of attending the dedication of the 60 Clark Street EpiscoBuild house, and the honor of receiving, on behalf of St. Mary's, a framed certificate of appreciation from Habitat of Humanity for our efforts in the completion of the home, including a photo of the house '"before" and "after" our renovations.  The certificate is on display at St. Mary's.  The dedication ceremonies were followed by a joyous celebration of food and music on Clark Street. For more info on the ongoing Habitat-for-Humanity projects, see http://www.habitatnewburgh.org/con-pp/current.htm. Contact George Thurston for information on volunteering.
CARRYOU MINISTRY in SOUTH AFRICA: We care for 103 people living with HIV or AIDS or other conditions such as tuberculosis, which cause people to be homebound.  This is done by trained caregivers in the rural areas in the Randfontein District, 5 in the Brandvlei area under a supervisor, seven each in Wheatlands, Jabulani Informal Settlement, Pelzvale, Bongweni, under a supervisor, and five in Kocksoord, Hillside, Vleikop and surrounding areas, under a supervisor.  All these work under the Home Based Care Manager.  The Department of Health supplies some of the funds for this project.


In Toekomsrus we run a Drop-in Centre in a church hall, while building a dedicated Drop-in centre. Ten caregivers cook for the children, supervise homework, see that they  attend school,  have ID documents, or birth certificates, lead singing, dancing, praying, reading and artwork.  We need volunteers to teach their skills.  Here, 350 children are cared for.  There is a co-ordinator, and project manager to see that all runs smoothly.


In Mablomong Primary School in Elandsvlei, we cook for 352 children using a container as a kitchen.  The children eat in the open. We need a building apart from the school for all the activities of a drop-in center, including feeding. For many children this is the only meal of the day.

In Ithuteng High School in Brandvlei, we cook for 262 children since it was reported by teachers that children were fainting at school due to hunger.  We have applied to the municipality for a plot for a drop-in centre between this school and the Brandvlei Primary School.  


At Setholele Primary School we are providing meat and vegetables on a once a week basis to supplement the rice, pap, samp or mealie meal paid for by government. This is for a limited time as it has been funded by the third grade of Tuxedo Middle School.


These four projects are struggling due to the high price of food.  The Department of Social Development supplies some of the funds.  In all four projects the children are also visited at home to assess their needs. Many children live in Child-Headed Households and need supervision and loving care.

 
Forty individual orphans are sponsored individually by people or groups at R220 per month per child ($220 for 6 months).

Two orphans are now in their third year at university, being sponsored, to give them a chance in life.   We have helped three others with bursaries at Randfontein College, and five at Teachers’ Training College.
 
We offer counseling to any children and young people under our care or to those who, hearing about us, seek our help.

We try to serve God through His People.
PLANS for 2009: In 2009, the Outreach Endowment Fund will furnish $8,159 to the Committee for our outreach ministries. Other donations to our ministry will come through donations mainly given on our annual Outreach Sunday. This year’s date is Sunday, March 1, yet we do have many generous people who make donations throughout the year. 
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