St. Mary's Community
Preschool Newsletter

In this issue you will
read about what took
place in Mommy and
Me class to our
Preschool classes.
December was a busy
month, but we enjoyed
every day remembering
the reason why we
celebrate Christmas.
Click here to like us on
Facebook

Dear Families and Friends of SMCP:
What a wonderful year we've been blessed to enjoy and reflect
upon!
January is here and early registration for the 2015 - 2016 school
year has begun.
SMCP wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy
New Year!

Mommy And Me Jubilee
Kathy Wright, Facilitator
Our winter session will continue this Wednesday January 7 at 11
am in Bentley Hall. We have a bunch of new faces and the
children are really enjoying themselves. Tunnel time and
parachute time are the top favorites of the class. My favorite is
watching these little faces light up and giggle when we sing to
them!! This session will run until February 11 but depending on
cancellation due to snow classes may run to the end of
February/March.

Preschool Two Day
Sharlene Pizza, Head Teacher
Although December was a bit shy of days from other months, the

action was not! The 2 year olds were very busy amongst the
busy-ness of the Christmas Season and they were excited!
We started off the month by visiting
with Sukey Molloy at the Tuxedo
Library. Our children braved the
cold, donned their winter coats &
hats, and walked to the town library.
She entertained us with songs,
musical instruments and other props
for the start of the Christmas season.
With the help of parent volunteers
and bags of colorful and brightly
colored candy, the children had lots
of fun making their Gingerbread
houses. The children were very excited to see the gifts stacked
high on the classroom shelf. They wondered, "who are they
for?" During our Christmas party, we finished up all of our
Christmas projects that we had been working on throughout the
month.

Although we were busy with Christmas, we also were able to get
some classwork time in as well! Our color of the month was
Green and the shape was our Star. We introduced two letters, H
and I. We also celebrated three birthdays this month! Thatcher,
Sophie and Jesus!
Tuesdays brought us over to Chapel to visit Reverend Betty and
learn about the true meaning of Christmas - the birth of the baby
Jesus. Being able to see the manger, the animals, Mary and
Joseph while listening to His birth story made all the difference
in the world.

We hope your children enjoyed celebrating their Christmas
Season with St. Mary's Preschool. It was a very special time for
all of us. Both Ms. Michelle and I were very moved by all your
generosity and time that you freely gave to make this month as
special as it was. Thank you!
Sharlene Pizza, Head Teacher
Michele Kayser, Teacher Assistant

Preschool Three Day
Amanda Rabolli, Head Teacher
"Get Set For School" Curriculum
December is always a
special time of year, with
the students andteachers
in the Christmas spirit.
During this time of year,
there are many crafts to
be made, books to be
read, and fun activities to
do.
Despite all of the
excitement, the students
focused well on schoolwork. They were introduced to the letters
Ii, Jj, and Kk and their sounds, and clue words this month. We
completed our letter of the week crafts - I is for Ice Cream and J
is for Jellyfish.
During Language and Literacy, we finished up our unit on letter
matches. We used our Wood Pieces to tap out and follow along
to different songs and games. We played "my turn, your turn"
where the students listened and watched as the teachers
demonstrated what the students should do. We sang "Smile" and
showed our happy, scared, sad and mad faces as we discussed
feelings. We used our Big Curve Wood Pieces to show our
emotion (smile or frown) when given a scenario. The students
were shown picture cards and discussed how the person shown
was feeling.
Our Math time this month had us counting, recognizing and

forming numbers. We read the nursery rhyme "1, 2 Buckle My
Shoe". They used their I Know My Numbers booklets to write 1
and 2. We practiced writing and forming the numbers 1 and 2 on
the white board, with our Wood Pieces, and then with crayon and
paper. The students used dinosaur counters to count the number
that matched the number on their cards. The students used their
felt fishbowls to count the fish in the bowl. We took it one step
further and wrote our number on our slate boards and drew that
many dots out. We clapped out numbers and were introduced to
addition, or "adding them all up". We reviewed sorting and
comparing most and least objects this month.
The students were introduced to a new friend this month: the
Magic C Bunny. We practiced forming C, circle, G, O and Q
while focusing on crayon grip and traced them in our Readiness
and Writing workbooks.

Some of the crafts we made this month include cinnamon
ornaments for our parents and the residents at the Promenade,
gingerbread houses (yum!), and magical reindeer food to sprinkle
on our lawns on Christmas Eve. We went on a Gingerbread hunt
around the preschool and Christmas Caroled at the Promenade.
Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who helped to make
December a great month for the preschoolers. We are looking
forward to a wonderful New Year with the students!
Amanda Rabolli, Head Teacher
Michele Kayser, Teacher Assistant

Preschool Five Day

Ida Payne, Head Teacher
"Get Set For School"
Curriculum
The holiday season is behind us, and
we welcome a new year. Let's pause
and reflect on all the wonderful
memories of 2014 and remember what
is important in our lives - God, family
and friends. Let's pray for those who
are less fortunate and reach out to those
in our community that need a helping
hand.
December was full of celebration and learning!!

Sukey Molloy entertained us at the Tuxedo Park Library, we had
our Secret Santa gift exchange, made gingerbread ornaments and
Christmas cards for our
seniors in the community,
and went Christmas
caroling at The Promenade
- great fun!

Word Time: With the help
of Squawker, we finished
our category of words in
the Work section. The
children learned the correct
spelling, pronunciation and
definition of each word.

Penmanship: The students continued practicing writing their
Starting Corner Capitals using their Letters and Numbers for Me
books, Slate Boards, Wood Pieces, Wet Dry and Try method,
Roll a Dough and Stamp and See Screens.
Math: Our concentration was on Geometry. The students
learned position words which are important for language
development and are a key component of geometry. They
describe position of objects usingin and out, before and after,
top, middle and bottom, above and below, over and under.
Language and Literacy: The students learned to identify ending
sounds in words. The Sound Around Box and Picture Tiles help
to reinforce the sound we hear at the end of words. Next, we
started our chapter on Concepts About Print. These concepts
include recognizing the book parts, how to hold a book right-side
up, how to turn pages from front to back, and how to read from
top to bottom and left to right. They learn that pictures and
words have meaning and how to distinguish print from pictures.
Wednesdays were very special in December because we learned
the story of the meaning of Christmas with Reverend Betty
during our visits to Chapel.
The children celebrated Tyler's birthday with delicious cupcakes
that he made with his mother - "Happy Birthday, Tyler"!
We look forward to continued success in our classroom, and wish
everyone health and happiness in the year to come.
Ida Payne, Head Teacher
Cynthia Dinan, Teacher Assistant

Calendar Of Events
January 1-2 School Closed
January 19 Martin Luther King's Day
January 30 Teacher Preparation Day
( No School for Students)

St.Mary's Community Preschool offers a variety of early childhood academic programs:
Mommy & Me Jubilee
Preschool 2-day
Preschool 3-day
Preschool 5-day
Community Social Enrichment

For more information please contact Ida Payne /Head of
School at ipayne@stmarysintuxedo.org or you may call
the school at 845-351-2389.
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